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11 Temples were everywhere in the ancient world.
From the dynasties of the Old and New Kingdoms of
Egypt, to the mighty Roman Empire, temples
expressed the very idea that no cohesive civilisation
can survive for long without acknowledging the Divine.
The blessed apostle saw this when he preached in the
Areopagus, noting the Athenians’ piety; even the way
they hedged their bets, with an altar to The Unknown
God (cf Acts 17:22-23).

2] Temples, however, were not places in which
people gathered. Worshippers remained outside; only
the pagan priests and priestesses, together with the
temple servants, actually entered the building, for the
temple was the house of the god whose statue stood
inside the holy place. The blood sacrifices and other
offerings, were made on altars in front of there temple.

3] But, of course, according to the second
commandment, Ancient Israel had no statue of The
Lord. But rather than a statue, and long before they had
Solomon’s temple, ancient Israel did have the Ark of
the Covenant, which was overlaid with gold, and held
the golden pot of manna, Aaron’s rod and the tablets of
the covenant (cf Heb 9:4).

4] Eventually, Israel had the Temple of the Lord in
Jerusalem, and that temple rebuilt after the Babylonian



2

exile, still stood in St Paul’s day. It had three courts: for
gentiles, for Jews, and then, the Holy of Holies which
housed the Ark of the Covenant, and into which the
high priest entered but once a year, to make atonement
for the people before the Lord who had no image
known on earth.

5] This temple was the image of the prototype, a copy,
on earth, of the reality in heaven. Just as God had
instructed Moses regarding the original tabernacle:
‘According to all that | show you, that is, the pattern of
the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just
So you shall make it.” [Ex 25:9]

6] It is with this old idea of the temple that St Paul
addresses the Corinthians today. ‘We are the temple of
the living God, as God said, I will live in them and move
among them, and | will be their God, and they shall be
My people.” Consider that: here, each baptised and
chrismated member is a part of that temple. “You also,
as living stones,’ St Peter writes. ‘Are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’
[1Pet 2:5] Meanwhile, our catechumens are still being
formed, still being shaped and, eventually, fitted in as
part of this house.

7] This temple of the Church is holy, a sacred
gathering of souls and bodies, offering up the holy
sacrifice of Christ’s death in the Divine Liturgy, a copy,
an icon, of the heavenly reality. And partaking of the
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sacrifice in Christ’s body and blood, we continue in the
resurrection life, sanctified until the day of salvation.
From the Theotokos, whose womb became the ark of
the New Covenant, to the youngest neophyte, reborn
in holy Baptism, the Orthodox-Catholic Church is the
temple of God. So the prophecy of Jeremiah is fulfilled
(Jer 31:33) as John says in the Apocalypse, ‘Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself
will be with them and be their God.’ [Apoc 21:3]

8] And Christ's Church is holy, as we affirm in the
Nicene Creed. But it is holy not because of us, but
because of the presence of Christ, who is with us till the
end of the age (cf Matt 28:20). We consider this place,
this material temple of brick and stone, as holy; an icon
built by hand, to reveal and manifest the mystery of the
kingdom of heaven. How much more holy those, whose
assembling in this sacred place, calls down the
presence of the God, the Holy Spirit among us?

9] Now consider the gospel this morning! Christ tells
the fishermen, His first-called ~ and therefore, us as
well ~ that, henceforth they will catch men. So what of
those catechumens and inquirers among us, what
should they expect to find here? Yes, there are saints
and sinners among us, but the Orthodox Church on
earth is not the assembly of the perfect, but of those
who are on their way. We who have found the true faith,
and have received the heavenly Spirit, have come to
the Church, the temple of healing; we are being healed
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here: healed from Sin, the sting of death, the universal
human condition which had cut us off from Source of
Life.

10] We have, indeed, been brought into the temple, the
House of God, by our Holy Redeemer. But each
household represented here, each family, is also a
temple, according to our Orthodox understanding of the
relationship in married life. ‘This is a great mystery, but
| speak concerning Christ and the church.’ [Eph 5:32]
And beyond that, each individual, each one, in his or
her own body, is likewise a temple. ‘Do you not know
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit,” Paul
says earlier in his first letter to the Corinthians. ‘Who is
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your
own?’[1Cor 6:19].

11] Therefore, what is expected from each one of us?
How are we to live in the world; and how are we to
prepare when we come together in this place? Under
the elder law the people of Israel had to be separate
from the nations, cut off, cleansed, purified in body, to
be a holy nation, even in the food they ate, and all in
order to receive the blessings of this life. That is the
figure, the type, prefiguring the reality in the Church.
So, we who have been baptised ~ not just in the flesh,
but in the very resurrection of our souls in Christ ~ must
be separated from all that is outside the will of God. ‘Let
us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body
and spirit,” we are told today.
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12] Even if the ancient pagans worshipped the
creature rather than the Creator, they were,
nonetheless, aware that Man was not the measure of
all things. Not so in this current age when those with
authority, those with influence, those with power and
control have exchanged wisdom for madness. That
means, that as far as in us lies, yet not abandoned by
the grace of God, our way through this world is along
the ascetic path. ‘See then that you walk
circumspectly,” Paul says in Ephesians. ‘Not as fools
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are
evil.” [Eph 5:15-16] And we have to be even more
guarded when we must engage with the world. And,
indeed, we are meant to be different from our
unbelieving neighbours.

13] So entering here, let each one prepare. Let us
certainly be careful in the way that we observe the rites
and customs; how we fast, how we pray, how we
venerate and comport ourselves; how we offer and
make donations; how we keep everything bequeathed
to us in Holy Tradition.

16] In a sermon preached around 1791, John Wesley,
the founder of the Protestant denomination of
Methodism, popularised the idea that ‘cleanliness is
next to godliness.” Truly, the body, being the express
image of the soul, the two cannot be separated in this
world. Thus, from self-respect we rightly cleanse the
body, but, more earnestly, we seek to purify the soul
from sin and all spiritual impurity. And we do that by
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constant repentance; that humility before the awful
holiness of God, that teaches us the fear of the Lord;
and finding His mercy, coming know the love of God.

17] For the only other alternative is to turn this body of
ours into the temple of a pagan god, an abode of
demons. And not least, when we worship, let the mind
pay attention, let us attend. Here, we unite body and
soul in our one, common purpose, that is, to glorify God
in His temple which is His Church.



