“Only One is Good”
Fr den. Raphael- 12th Sunday of Matthew — Apodosis of the Dormition of the Theotokos -

St. Irenaeus of Lyons

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 - Gospel: Matthew 19:16-26

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
Today, on the last day of the Dormition of the Theotokos, God gives us a Gospel that

seems to have nothing to do with her. A young man comes to Jesus with a question.
By the end, we will see that his story and the Theotokos' story are two sides of the

same coin.

He asks Christ, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal
life?” It is sincere. Jesus answers not with instructions, but with a correction: “Why

do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God.”
That is the heart of the homily. Before Christ tells him what to do, He tells him who

is Good. Not the young man. Not you. Not me. Only God is good. Everything else
reflects His goodness—borrowed light, not our own light. Remember the prayer to

the Holy Spirit: O Heavenly King, the Comforter...it ends with O, Good one!

The young man is not ready to hear this. He says, “All these I have kept from my
youth. What do I still lack?” You can hear the sound of someone keeping a record
book —commandments, charity, prayers, fasting—and wanting Jesus to check the
total.

Jesus, who loved him —St. Mark tells us—says: “Go, sell what you have and give to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” And the

young man went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

The tragedy was not that his wealth was evil. It had become what he relied on,
alongside his commandments, to make himself acceptable. When Christ asked him
to let go of his possessions and follow me, empty-handed, he discovered that he
could keep the rules but could not surrender. He could count his righteousness but
could not give it away or trust.
The disciples are stunned. “Who then can be saved?” Jesus gives us the key: “With
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Salvation is not a mathematical problem solved by adding enough good deeds and
religious activities. It is impossible for us to save our souls—and entirely possible for
God.
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Saint John Chrysostom, preaching on this passage, points out that Christ calls entry
into the Kingdom “a work of God” —not a work of man—to show that it requires
great grace, not great effort. Even the poor disciples were troubled. If poverty alone
could not save them, something greater is at work: God's grace working in us what
we cannot do for ourselves. We cannot ascend to God by our own strength; only God

can lift us up to Himself.

This same truth is why the Church today remembers the Holy Hieromartyr Irenaeus,
Bishop of Lyons, who learned the faith from those who had learned it from the
apostles. He defended the Gospel against teachers who prized secret knowledge and
spiritual achievement (Gnosticism). He insisted that our standing before God is
never something we produce ourselves. Those who walk in the light, he wrote, do
not make the light shine; “we are illuminated and made shining by the light.” We do
not switch on the sun; we simply stand where it shines. That is what grace does in

us.

Now turn to the Epistle, for St. Paul is living proof. He writes that Christ appeared
to Peter, the Twelve, five hundred brethren, and finally to Paul, “as to one untimely
born.” He then says: “I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called

an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”

This was the man who approved the death of St. Stephen. By any system of merit,
Paul should have been disqualified forever. Yet he became the greatest missionary.
How? He tells us: “By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace towards me

was not in vain.” Grace. Unearned. Unmerited. Yet given to the undeserving!

The rich young man trusted his own goodness and walked away sorrowful. Paul let

go of his claim to righteousness —and grace made him an apostle to the nations.

This is not a message against spiritual effort or ascetic struggle. Keep the
commandments. Fast. Pray. Give alms. Come to confession. These things matter —
Christ Himself lists them. But when we believe our fasting, attendance, or charity
has earned us a claim on God, we become the rich young man, clutching our

goodness instead of holding out empty hands.

And now, why this Gospel reading fits the last day of the Dormition. Look at the
Holy Theotokos. When the Archangel came to her, she had nothing to bargain
with—no wealth, status, or record of achievement. She simply said, “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” Empty hands. Total

surrender. And because of that surrender, grace did in her what is impossible for
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men: God Himself took flesh in her womb, and she who was full of grace was taken

up, body and soul, into the glory of her Son.

The rich young man could not surrender, and grace could not enter. The Theotokos
surrendered, and grace filled her. Paul let go of his old righteousness, and grace
made him an apostle. That is the same door, standing open for each of us—whatever
countries and cultures we have come from. None of us stands before Christ by our

own goodness. All of us stand before Him by His grace.

So this week, when we are tempted to measure ourselves— to think “I have done
enough” or, just as dangerously, “I have not done enough, so God does not want
me” — remember the young man's sorrow and Paul's joy, and Irenaeus’ witness that
even the light we walk in is not of our own making. Stop counting. Start trusting.
Come to the chalice not with your scorecard in hand, but with your humble hearts
open to receive like the Most Holy Theotokos, saying with her: let it be to me
according to Your word. For with men, this is impossible. But with our God, all

things — even our salvation — are possible.

Glory to Jesus Christ. Glory forever.
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