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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, one
God.

Today’s Gospel from Saint Matthew offers us a story our Lord Himself
placed before our eyes so that we might understand something crucial
about God and about our own hearts. It tells of a servant who owed his
king an unimaginably large debt, ten thousand talents, and who was
forgiven completely. But after receiving mercy, that very servant turned
around and refused to forgive a fellow servant who owed him only a
small amount, one hundred denarii.

The difference between the debts is so great that it is almost impossible
to compare: a talent was a huge weight of silver or gold, and in value it
meant millions of pounds in today’s money, whereas the smaller debt
was comparatively slight. And yet the servant who had been shown
great mercy was cruel, unmerciful, and harsh.

Christ does not tell this parable to shock us for its own sake, but to
reveal the truth of divine mercy and the danger of closing our hearts.
God is the king in the story: merciful beyond measure, generous beyond
calculation, ready to forgive a debt so great that no human effort could
ever repay it.

And we are the servants: we are the people who stand before God with
a debt we cannot repay. If we reflect honestly on our lives, we will see
how often we have fallen short, how many times we have sinned, and
how many opportunities for love and holiness we have let pass by. Yet
when we repent sincerely and ask forgiveness, God in His compassion
always grants it. This is who our Lord is: the One who forgives.

But the Gospel presses us further. If God is merciful toward us, we are
expected to be merciful toward others. The Lord makes this very plain in
the prayer we say again and again: “and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.” We are not speaking
casually when we say these words; we are asking God to treat us in the
way we treat others. Our forgiveness is meant to be the echo of God’s
forgiveness in our own lives.



And for this reason, Christ closes the parable with a serious, yet loving
warning: “So My Heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” This is not meant
only as a threat, but as a call for the healing of our heart, so that we do
not become hardened through resentment and spiritual refusal.

One of the lessons of today’s parable is that we are all debtors before
God, yet we seldom live as if we truly understand that reality. God does
not ask us to repay sins with money or effort. He asks for repentance.

But if we were asked to repay, if we were asked for an accounting of
how we used the gifts He gave us, our time, our energy, our
opportunities to do good, our faith, our attention, we would find ourselves
without excuse. We would realise how much we have neglected, how
much we have wasted, how much we have left unused, how often we
have been careless with the grace we received.

In that light, it becomes clear why we should not take God’s patience for
granted. The first step toward spiritual renewal is to recognise that we
are receiving mercy, not earning it.

The parable also reveals something about how we think of our own
rights. We often feel that we have been given too little, that we should
receive more, and when we do not get what we desire, we feel offended,
irritated, or disappointed, rather than grateful for what we have already
received. But the deeper issue is not only what we have been given; it is
what we have done with it.

Divine qifts are not meant to be buried like talents in the ground. They
are meant to grow, to bear fruit, and to be shared. What is kept back and
unused becomes something lifeless, like currency withdrawn from
circulation, turning into paper that can no longer serve its purpose. God’s
grace given to us is not meant to end with us alone.

And then the parable turns our gaze to our relationships with our
neighbours. God gives us His grace, but we may begrudge others
money, time, attention, kindness, and patience. We may fear that giving
will cost us too much, as if love were a loss. Yet Christ teaches us that
mercy multiplies.

Forgiveness is not only something we receive from God; it is also what
keeps our lives spiritually alive. When we refuse to forgive, we do not
protect ourselves the way we think. Instead, we bind our own hearts.
When we forgive, we release others, and we are also released.



The Church Fathers, contemplating this Gospel, pointed out that our sins
against God are like a debt of unimaginable magnitude, trillions, as it
were. Each of us owes God so much. Do not forget this. Our spiritual life
depends on seeing the scale of reality: it is our sins that have the
greatest weight in our lives, because they separate us from God, the
Source of life.

But the sins others commit against us are by comparison tiny. They may
hurt deeply, and we must not trivialise pain, but spiritually they are small
when measured against what we owe God.

When we remember how much God has forgiven us, we are freed,
liberated to forgive those who have wronged us, even the people who
we dislike and seem to annoy us again and again, even those from
whom an apology may never come.

Saint Seraphim of Sarov expressed it in simple, direct words: one must
not only refrain from revenge, but must forgive from the heart, even
when the heart resists, turning it by the word of God. For the Scripture
says, “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” These words are meant to straighten
our spiritual path. They remind us that prayer is not real if it coexists with
unforgiveness.

We celebrated the Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God
and Ever-Virgin Mary just yesterday, and in a fortnight, we will celebrate
the New Church Year, so this 2 week period could be a good time to
think about our past and to ask God for a new beginning. A new
beginning is not only about changing outward habits; it is about softening
the heart, bringing it to repentance, and learning again what mercy
means.

Perhaps a very good way to go about this is to stand before the
judgment described in today’s parable and ask ourselves quietly and
honestly: is there someone | have not forgiven? Is there a grudge | have
allowed to grow? Is there an old hurt that | keep reopening in my mind?

If there is, let this be the day of release. Let us forgive from the heart. Let
us release the “debt” we have been holding and place it into God’s
hands, trusting that His mercy is greater than our pain and greater than
our pride.



So let us turn to God with repentance and with trust. And let us do so
with the confidence that flows from obedience: if we truly receive God'’s
mercy, then we will also extend mercy. If we want forgiveness and grace
to remain with us, we must forgive. May the Lord grant us a contrite
heart, a forgiving spirit, and a living faith that bears fruit in how we treat
one another.

Amen.



