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14th June 2026                                         Matthew 2  
Fr Chrysostom MacDonnell   All Saints of Antioch 
 
1] 'From Syria even unto Rome I fight with beasts, 
both by land and sea, both by night and day, being 
bound to ten leopards, I mean a band of soldiers...'  The 
words are those of the third leader of the church at 
Antioch on the Orontes river, then, in Syria, who was 
being taken in chains to Rome to face death there, for 
his faith in Christ. 
 
2] St Ignatius had succeeded St Euvodius as Bishop 
of Antioch, and before him, St Peter the Apostle himself 
had presided at Antioch. Ignatius was a friend of St 
Polycarp and had been a disciple of St John the 
apostle. His faith, therefore, had come from the original 
source, from one who had known Christ and was a 
witness of His resurrection from the dead. It is around 
the year 107AD, and on his way to Rome, Ignatius 
wrote seven letters to various churches along the route; 
letters that we still have. Refusing to renounce his 
Christianity, he was taken to the capital of the empire 
to suffer martyrdom.   
 

3] How precious those seven letters must have been 
to those early Christians: preserved, although not, of 
course, included within the canon of the New 
Testament, because they did not come from an actual 
apostle, but precious nevertheless. And if you read 
them, you will discover the fervour and spiritual 
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courage of the first apostolic churches and their 
profound faith in Christ and His resurrection. You will 
also discover the origins of Orthodox Church order and 
worship.  

4] Writing ahead to the churches on his way, nowhere 
does St Ignatius ask for help, nor does he seek to be 
rescued. Instead, having taken up the cross, he writes, 
for example, to the church at Rome ~ the same church 
founded upon the martyrdoms of Peter and Paul ~ ‘I 
seek Him who died for my sake. I desire Him who rose 
for us… Suffer me, my brethren; hinder me not from 
living, do not wish me to die. Do not give to the world 
one who desires to belong to God… Suffer me to 
receive the pure light; when I shall have arrived there, I 
shall have become a human being. Suffer me to follow 
the passion of my God.’ 

5]  Here, in St Ignatius, we see one who received that 
teaching of Christ to follow Him along the Way, taking 
up his cross daily; losing his life for His sake to save it. 
(cf Lk 9:23-25)  Here, the world is turned upside down: 
for what it seeks as life, leads to death, and what it fears 
as death, in Christ brings forth eternal life. 
 
6] Today we keep the memorial of all the Saints of the 
Patriarchate of Antioch. Persecuted by that pagan 
world, condemned to be torn apart by beasts in the 
arena, Ignatius stands among the first of a glorious 
cloud of witnesses: St Thekla, St John of Damascus, St 
Barbara, St Theodore of Tarsus and John the Golden 



 3 

Mouth whose liturgy we offer, the was drawn from the 
eucharist served in that ancient city. 
 
7] As for those early Christians, so it is for us: our Life 
in Christ is focused here in the Holy Liturgy. Without a 
valid Liturgy, served under an Orthodox bishop, in turn, 
appointed under the Apostolic Succession, and 
founded on Christ the cornerstone, there is no 
authentic knowledge and experience of the fulness of 
the resurrection life. For there is but one Church and 
one Faith. 
 
8] Writing to the church of the Philadelphians about 
local unity, St Ignatius writes, ‘Take great care to keep 
one eucharist. For there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and one cup to unite us by His blood; one 
sanctuary, as there is one bishop, together with the 
presbytery and the deacons, my fellow-servants. Thus 
all your acts may be done according to God’s will.’ 
 
9] So, there already, in those early days, we see the 
firm foundations of Christ’s holy Orthodox-Catholic 
Church: the people united in the Divine Liturgy under 
the care of the sacred ministry, as was received and   
taught by the apostles. 
 
10] This is precisely why we stand firm on the rock of 
the Orthodox Christ: not one constructed by our own 
whims, our tastes or inclinations; not a faith drawn from 
teachers we have chosen for ourselves (cf 2 Tim 4:3); 
not a confession emerging from the meanderings of 



 4 

history: but what St Jude calls, ‘The faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints.’ [Jud 1:3] 
 
11] And just as that Faith teaches that Christ was 
incarnate, God and Man, in what we call the hypostatic 
union, so our Liturgy, similarly, is both divine and 
earthly; known both to the senses of the body and, at 
the same time, illumining the soul. It is because of the 
incarnation of Christ that our worship reflects the same. 
Through these materials things we participate in the 
divine. Our own particular forms of worship here, that 
came originally from the ancient city of Christian 
Antioch, unite us with the One whom we worship. 
 
12] Why, then, do we worship? Yes, as I said a couple 
of weeks ago, firstly, from the fear of the Lord, the 
beginning of wisdom. But we worship, let us be clear, 
not just because here, we meet friends; not just 
because here, we are cultural Christians; not because 
here ~ may God forbid ~ we are just engaging in a 
leisure activity. Here, as in all true worship, we unite 
with God; we have communion with our God. 
 
13] As Christ in the hypostatic union, united divinity and 
humanity, so in the worship that we have received from 
the Apostolic Tradition, we offer earthly elements,  to 
be consecrated by the divine. Orthodox worship, true 
glorification, reflects the hypostatic union: one action 
incorporating the heavenly and the earthly. 
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14] From the Acts of the Apostles today, we learned 
how Barnabas was sent to Antioch, after Christians 
from Cyprus and Cyrene had preached the gospel 
among the gentiles there. And when he came, he was 
gladdened, seeing the grace of God. Like the apostles 
in the gospel, Barnabas too had become, as in the 
gospel, a fisher of men. And we, too, in this 
congregation, as in all the parishes of this archdiocese, 
as in our patriarchate, and as in the communion of all 
the Orthodox churches, we have received the same 
commission,  calling all to salvation in knowing the risen 
Christ. And that can only be assured in the Orthodox-
Catholic Church. 
 
15] It is indeed possible to pray alone, to think about 
God, to read and learn from books on Theology, to 
recognise the glory of the divine nature in the things 
created. But nothing surpasses what is accomplished 
here by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Here, we have 
come to the right place; here, we manifest who we are 
as the house of God; here, we handle, we celebrate, 
we proclaim the same mystery known to all the saints 
of Antioch. For the fulness of worship and the fulness 
of life is to be found among us.  
 
16] For our part, we cannot know, nor do we wish to 
pass judgement upon the heterodox and what they 
might possess. All we do know is that we remain one 
with St Ignatius and that unbroken chain of faith, 
connecting here in communion with God. For, as he 
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wrote, ‘there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ,’ He 
wrote. 'And one cup to unite us by His blood.’ 
  

 
 

  


