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The 4th Sunday after Pentecost, 4th of St Matthew Homily by Fr. dcn Raphael. 
Matthew 8:5–13; Romans 6:18–23 
 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 

Humility, Trust, love for others and recognising the true authority are the heart of 
the Gospel message today:  
Today's Gospel presents one of the most astonishing moments in the ministry of our 
Lord. A Roman centurion—a Gentile, a foreigner, an officer of the occupying army—
approaches Christ to ask for help for his suffering servant. And from this unexpected 
man comes a confession of faith so remarkable that Christ Himself marvels. 
 
The Lord says: 
“Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel.” 
 
Whenever we hear these words, we should pause. Throughout the Gospels, people 
marvel at Christ, but only rarely do we hear of Christ marvelling at someone. What 
was so extraordinary about this centurion? 
 
The answer is found in two virtues that always belong together: faith and humility. 
 
When Christ offers to come to his house, the centurion replies: 
 
“Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but only speak a word, 
and my servant shall be healed.” 
 
He believes completely in Christ's authority and power. Yet he does not presume 
upon Christ's mercy. He does not demand. He does not negotiate. He simply entrusts 
everything to the Lord. 
 
Saint John Chrysostom, commenting on this passage, points to precisely this 
humility. He says that the centurion was not made proud by his rank or authority 
but approached Christ with deep lowliness of heart. Therefore, Christ praised him 
above all others for his faith. 
 
The centurion's humility did not weaken his faith; it made his faith great. The more 
clearly he recognises who Christ was, the less he thought of himself. 
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And this remains true for us. Genuine faith always produces humility because the 
closer we come to God, the more clearly we see His greatness and our need for His 
mercy. Some object to Orthodox Christians for repeating the Jesus Prayer or for 
keeping on crossing themselves. They may say: Why do you always ask for mercy 
and call yourself a sinner as you keep saying: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner? Haven’t you been freed from your sin when you were 
baptised? The answer is that we are freed from our sins, we are being freed from 
our sins, and we will be freed from our sins, and acknowledging our constant need 
for Christ’s mercy doesn’t cast doubt on our faith in his mercy but is quite the 
opposite: it adds humility to our faith! It makes us meek and humble as we seek 
mercy from Christ, the Almighty! 
 
That is why the Church places the words of the centurion on our lips as we prepare 
for Holy Communion. Like the centurion, we come before Christ saying: “Lord, I am 
not worthy.” Yet we also come with confidence in His mercy. 
 
There is another aspect of the centurion's faith that deserves our attention. 
He comes not for himself, but for another. 
His servant is suffering, and the centurion carries that suffering in his own heart. He 
intercedes. He pleads. He loves. 
This is the very heart of Christian life. We pray for one another, bear one another's 
burdens, and bring one another before Christ. When you add names to be 
mentioned and prayed for during communion preparation at the Proskomedia, and 
when you light a candle for someone else and say a prayer for the living and the 
dead before the icons, you become like the centurion interceding for others! 
 
This spirit of care for others, as we see in the centurion, is beautifully reflected in the 
Holy Unmercenaries Cyrus and John. They were physicians who healed the sick 
without accepting payment; hence, they are called, in the orthodox tradition, 
unmercenary. Through their prayers, medical skill, and martyrdom, they revealed 
Christ as the true Physician of souls and bodies. 
 
The Church sings of them as healers not merely of physical diseases but of spiritual 
wounds as well. Their lives remind us that the deepest sickness of humanity is 
separation from God, and the deepest healing is communion with Him. Nothing can 
heal the wounds of our souls and bodies; in other words, our mortality and the 
ultimate reality of death! The only medicine that secures our everlasting life is the 
Holy Eucharist. Our holy father St Ignatius of Antioch, who was a generation after 
the apostles, in his letter to the Ephesians, referred to the Eucharist as the "medicine 
of immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, but [that causes] that we 
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should live forever in Jesus Christ”. 
The centurion understood authority and obedience. He recognised authority when 
he encountered it. Looking at Jesus, he saw not merely a teacher or wonderworker 
but the one whose authority extended over sickness, suffering, and creation itself. 
The one who can free us from the slavery of Sin and death. He is the true master, and 
we are his dolus or servants or slaves of his love!  Do we recognise his Lordship over 
our loved ones, over our bodies, minds, hearts, and us, and can we see him in the 
Holy Communion?  
Brothers and sisters, this Gospel has a special message for a parish like ours. 
 
The centurion was an outsider. He did not belong to the people of Israel by birth. Yet 
Christ praised his faith and immediately declared: 
“Many will come from east and west and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
These words are a prophecy of the Church. It is about us! 
Every time we gather for Divine Liturgy, people from east and west, north and 
south, stand together before the same Lord. What unites us is not nationality, 
language, or culture. What unites us is the faith of the centurion. What unites us is 
our confession and our common participation in the Holy Mysteries. At every Divine 
Liturgy, the prophecy of today's Gospel is fulfilled before our eyes.  
And so let us learn from the centurion. 
Let us imitate his humility. his trust in Christ, his love for others and his willingness 
to place himself under the authority of Christ. 

Let us not avoid the Holy Mysteries just because we feel unworthy; quite the 
opposite because we are unworthy we must receive the worthy Lamb of God who 
heals our unworthiness; Do come and receive the balm of healing in the communion 
and if there are issues that prevent us from receiving then the confession, the 
priesthood of the Church are here for you to pray for us and to help us get ready for 
the Holy Communion. The medicine of life is not just for the innocent children but 
for you and me, the ones who, more than children, need the healing word of Christ 
like the centurion’s servant.  
 
And let us ask the prayers of the Holy Unmercenaries Cyrus and John, of the 
Righteous Fathers Sergius and Herman of Valaam, of Saint Paul the Physician of 
Corinth, and of all the saints, that Christ may grant us the same faith that caused 
Christ to marvel. Amen 
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