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1] To whom should we offer thanks for the
measurement of time that has come down to us? Why
do we have sixty seconds in a minute; sixty minutes in
an hour; twenty-four hours in a day; seven days in a
week? Who numbered the days of the year, scanning
the great expanse of the night sky and marked the
rhythm of the seasons? Who else but the empire of the
Babylonians; Babylon, the very image of wickedness in
the holy scriptures; later, a metaphor, signifying the
cruelties of ancient Rome.

2] In Babylon, the remnant of Israel languished in
exile for seventy years until, as the holy prophet Ezekiel
foresaw in the valley of dry bones, the remnant of Israel
raised up from the ground, when the breath of life
entered them once again ~ just as we heard at the
Lamentations Service of Holy and Great Saturday: an
Image and type of the general resurrection.

3] Thus, as the wheel of time revolves on its course,
we find ourselves lodged, as if in a house, once more
within the first day of the week. Sunday: a day that the
pagans of the North named for their god of the sun. And
as that wheel of time revolved on its course, all that it
brought us was our own decay, lost in sin, and under
the tyranny of death.
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4] The Venerable Bede, the Anglo-Saxon saint, and
writer of The Ecclesiastical History of the English
People, tells the story of when, in 627, King Edwin of
Northumbria ~was considering conversion to
Christianity. One of the king’s counsellors described an
Image of what pagan life was, without knowledge of
Christ. ‘O king,” he says. It seems to me that this
present life of man on earth... is as if... a sparrow came
in, and swiftly flew through the hall; it came in at one
door, and went out at the other. Now during the time
when he is inside, he is not touched by the winter's
storms... and at once he comes again from winter into
winter. In such a way the life of man appears for a brief
moment; what comes before, and what will follow after,
we do not know. Therefore if this doctrine offers
anything more certain or more fitting, it is right that we
follow it.’

5] The truth is, we have this doctrine that offers
certainty indeed. Our days and years no longer move
from darkness, for a while in brief light and warmth, and
then out, once more, into the darkness. The first day of
the week, the Sunday, has become the Lord’s Day; a
new creation. Ancient Israel had received the way of
measuring time from Babylon, ordering the story of the
Creation in six days and, then, the sabbath, the day of
rest on the seventh day: Saturday in English ~ the day
of Saturn, echoing still the old paganism. But Christ has
changed all that; He has transfigured and, for ever
redirected the first day of the week, the first day of
creation, instead, making that day His own, as we
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heard last night with the opening words of the Great
Paschal Canon of St John of Damascus: avaoTacewg
NuépaQ, It is the Day of Resurrection.

6] And what, therefore, is our faith? If Time and its
character, and its meaning, and its purpose has been
changed, then Time itself has certainly become a sign
of that new creation, and we have been recreated, not
to wait upon Death, merely to enter darkness once
more, but to live in the Light of Christ; to fly through that
long, Anglo-Saxon hall, described by Bede, not out
once more into a cold winter, but ever onward, into a
glorious and eternal springtide.

7] Butit was not just last night that we proclaimed the
Resurrection of Christ. That belongs to the Lord’s Day;
we do that each Lord’s Day, till he come again in glory.
Indeed, at the end of the Divine Liturgy, during the forty
days of Pascha, we reverence the gospel book itself,
Instead of the usual hand cross. In this way we greet
the risen Christ. For His primary icon in the temple is
the gospel book that rests upon the Holy Table. And we
meet the risen Christ in hearing and reverencing the
gospels; Christ, now risen, ascended and glorified, is
yet known and handled by us in the Church.

8] Mary Magdalen, equal to the apostles and a first
witness of the resurrection, was held back from
touching Him for, as He told her, 'Do not cling to Me, for
| have not yet ascended to My Father.” [Jn 20:17] But
not so we, who greet and reverence Him in His gospels.
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But not so we, who even now are sustained by sharing
directly in that new life: dividing but not disuniting; ever
eating but never consuming, the bread of life and the
blood of the eternal covenant.

9] ‘In the beginning was the Word,” St John told us in
today’s gospel; the Word that became flesh and is still
among us, the Orthodox Christian people, whom we
still handle and proclaim for the life of the world. For the
same apostle writes in his first epistle, “That which was
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of
life— the life was manifested, and we have seen, and
bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which
was with the Father and was manifested to us.’ [1Jn
1:1-2]

12] Standing in the light of Pascha, which is the very
light of faith itself, we no longer see old Babylon, for
with the holy prophet Isaiah, we say, Babylon is fallen,
Is fallen! And all the carved images of her gods He has
broken to the ground.’ [Is 21:9]. We no longer see old
Rome, now dissolved by time, for with St John on
Patmos, writing his coded message in the book of the
Apocalypse, we read, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons.’
[Apoc 18:22] And in the light of Pascha, we no longer
need regard even Time itself, for it is surpassed, and
Its measure rendered harmless.



5

13] Thus we have heard, thus we have seen once
again: as we sing in the words of our fourth
resurrectional troparion, the women disciples of the
Lord, learning from the angel the message of the
Resurrection, told the apostles, Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen, granting the world great mercy!
Christ is risen!



