
 

 

Service of Typika  
for use at home   

7th February 2021           

 Sixteenth Sunday of Matthew  
After-feast of the Presentation (Meeting) of Christ 

 

 

NB The lead in the service is normally taken by the head of the household; others may 
share the Bible readings and other parts. All join together where indicated.  

 
  

 Leader: +Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ 
our God, have mercy on us, and save us. 

  
All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (x3) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us from our sins. 
Master, pardon our iniquities. Holy God, visit and heal our infirmi-
ties for Thy Name’s sake. 
Lord, have mercy. (x3) 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from the evil one. 

 
 +Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ 

our God, have mercy on us, and save us. 
 
All: Amen. 
 

   
Reader:       PSALM 102: 
+  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy Name. 
+  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all that He hath done for thee, 
+  Who is gracious unto all thine iniquities, Who healeth all thine infirmities, 
+  Who redeemeth thy life from corruption, Who crowneth thee with mercy 

and compassion, 
+  Who fulfileth thy desire with good things; thy youth shall be renewed as 

the eagle’s. 



 

 

+  The Lord performeth deeds of mercy, and executeth judgment for all them 
that are wronged. 

+  He hath made His ways known unto Moses, unto the sons of Israel the 
things that He hath willed. 

+  Compassionate and merciful is the Lord, long-suffering and plenteous in 
mercy; not unto the end will He be angered, neither unto eternity will He 
be wroth. 

+  Not according to our iniquities hath He dealt with us, neither according to 
our sins hath He rewarded us. 

+  For according to the height of heaven from the earth, the Lord hath made 
His mercy to prevail over them that fear Him. 

+  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our iniquities 
from us. 

+  Like as a father hath compassion upon his sons, so hath the Lord had 
compassion upon them that fear Him; for He knoweth whereof we are 
made, He hath remembered that we are dust. 

+  As for man, his days are as the grass; as a flower of the field, so shall he 
blossom forth. 

+  For when the wind is passed over it, then it shall be gone, and no longer 
will it know the place thereof. 

+  But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity, even unto eternity, upon them 
that fear Him. 

+  And His righteousness is upon sons of sons, upon them that keep His 
testament and remember His commandments to do them. 

+  The Lord in heaven hath prepared His throne, and His kingdom ruleth 
over all. 

+  Bless the Lord, all ye His angels, mighty in strength, that perform His 
word, to hear the voice of His words. 

+  Bless the Lord, all ye His hosts, His ministers that do His will. 
+  Bless the Lord, all ye His works, in every place of His dominion. 
+  Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 

PSALM 145:    
+  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
+  Praise the Lord, O my soul. I will praise the Lord in my life, I will chant 

unto my God for as long as I have my being. 
+  Trust ye not in princes, in the sons of men, in whom there is no salvation. 
+  His spirit shall go forth, and he shall return unto his earth.  In that day all 

his thoughts shall perish. 
+  Blessed is he of whom the God of Jacob is his help, whose hope is in the 

Lord his God, Who hath made heaven and the earth, the sea and all that 
is therein, 

+  Who keepeth truth unto eternity, Who executeth judgement for the 
wronged, Who giveth food unto the hungry. 



 

 

+  The Lord looseth the fettered; the Lord maketh wise the blind; the Lord 
setteth aright the fallen; 

+  The Lord loveth the righteous; the Lord preserveth the proselytes. 
+  He shall adopt for His own the orphan and widow, and the way of sinners 

shall He destroy. 
+  The Lord shall be king unto eternity; thy God, O Zion, unto generation and 

generation. 
 

“O ONLY-BEGOTTEN SON”   
Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Only-begotten Son and Word of God, Who art immortal and Who didst 
deign for our salvation to be incarnate of the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin 
Mary, and without change became man, and was crucified, O Christ our God, 
and didst trample death by Death, being yet one of the holy Trinity, glorified 
together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, save us. 
 

THE BEATITUDES  
+ In Thy kingdom, remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy king-

dom. 
+ Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
+ Blessed are they that mourn; for they shall be comforted. 
+ Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth.  
+ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall 

be filled. 
+ Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy. 
+ Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God. 
+ Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God. 
+ Blessed are they that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake; for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 
+ Blessed are ye when men shall revile ye, and persecute ye, and say all 

manner of evil against ye falsely for My sake. 
+ Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven. 
+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
+  Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
+  Remember us, O Lord, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
+  Remember us, O Master, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 
+  Remember us, O Holy One, when thou comest into Thy kingdom. 

 

•Both of the New Testament lessons are read without liturgical introduction or conclusion. 
The reader starts with “The Reading from…” and proceeds. 

 

 
 
 
  
  



 

 

Prokeimenon  
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my  
  salvation. 
All:  The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my  
  salvation. 
Reader: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me  
  over to death. 
All:  The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my  
  salvation. 
Reader: The Lord is my strength and my song; 
All:   He has become my salvation. 
 
 
 

THE EPISTLE 
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 

(6:1-10) 
 

Reader: Brethren, working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to 
accept the grace of God in vain.  For He says, “At the acceptable time I have 
listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation.” Behold, now is the 
acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  We put no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants 
of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labours, 
watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy 
Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons 
of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and dishonour, 
in ill repute and good repute.  We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 
as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, 
and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making 
many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
 

 
 
 
                                       THE GOSPEL 

The reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (25:14-30, 
+ Luke 8:8) 

 
Leader: The Lord spoke this parable: A man going on a journey called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property; to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 
away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 
them; and he made five talents more. So also, he who had the two talents 



 

 

made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and 
dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who 
had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, say-
ing: “Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents 
more.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of 
your master.” And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying: 
“Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.” 
His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master.” 
He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying: “Master, I 
knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master answered him, 
“You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sowed, and gather where I have not winnowed? Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have re-
ceived what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give 
it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, 
and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; 
there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” As Jesus said these things He 
cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 

 

 
 

Leader:    TROPARIA BEFORE THE CREED   
  The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 
   Come unto him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall 

not be ashamed. 
The heavenly choir singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
The choir or holy angels and archangels, with all the powers of 
heaven, singeth Thy praises, saying: Holy, holy, holy, Lord of 
Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory. 

   Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

All:    THE NICENE-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED 
 +I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. 
 +And in One Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only-Begotten, be-
gotten of the Father before all worlds; Light of Light, true God of true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven; and 
was + incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate and suffered and was buried; 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he is coming again 
with glory to judge the living and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no 
end. 
 +And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life who pro-
ceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son together is wor-
shipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
 +And I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church; I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection 
of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Leader: Forgive, remit, pardon, O God, our sins, both voluntary and in-
voluntary, in deed and in word, in knowledge or in ignorance, committed by 
night or by day, in mind and in thought. Forgive us them all, for thou art good 
and lovest mankind. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
All:  Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
 
Leader: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 

God, have mercy on us, and save us. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
 

  KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 
Reader: Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s 
womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms, and didst also come to 
save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, 
for Thou alone art the Lover of mankind. 
 
Lord, have mercy. (X40)   



 

 

 

Leader: O Christ our God, Who art worshipped and glorified at all times 
at every hour both in heaven and on earth; Who art long-suffering and plen-
teous in mercy and compassion; Who lovest the just man and showest mercy 
upon the sinner; and Who callest all men to repentance through the promise 
of blessings to come; receive, O Lord, at this very hour our supplications, 
and direct our lives in the way of Thy commandments: sanctify our souls, 
purify our bodies, set our minds aright, cleanse our thoughts; deliver us from 
all affliction, trouble, and distress; compass us about with Thy holy angels, 
that, guided and guarded by them, we may attain unto the unity of the Faith, 
and to the knowledge of Thine unapproachable glory; for Thou art blessed 
unto ages of ages.  
 
All: Amen. 
 

Leader: Lord, have mercy. (X3) 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

More honourable than the cherubim and more glorious beyond compare  
than the seraphim, thou who without corruption bearest God the Word and 
art truly Theotokos: We magnify thee. 
 
+Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our God,  
have mercy on us, and save us. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Leader:  Blessed be the name of the Lord, henceforth and forevermore. (x3) 
 

      PSALM 33 
Reader: I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my 
mouth. In the Lord shall my soul be praised; let the meek hear and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His Name together. I sought the 
Lord, and He heard me, and delivered me from all my tribulations. Come 
unto Him, and be enlightened, and your faces shall not be ashamed. This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his tribula-
tions. The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, and 
will deliver them. O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man 
that hopeth in Him. O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; for there is no want to 
them that fear Him. Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; but they 
that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing. Come ye children, 
hearken unto me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is there that 
desireth life, who loveth to see good days? Keep thy tongue from evil, and 
thy lips from speaking guile. Turn away from evil, and do good; seek peace, 



 

 

and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are 
opened unto their supplication. The face of the Lord is against them that do 
evil, utterly to destroy the remembrance of them from the earth. The right-
eous cried, and the Lord heard them, and He delivered them out of all their 
tribulations. The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart, and He 
will save the humble of spirit. Many are the tribulations of the righteous, and 
the Lord shall deliver them out of them all. The Lord keepeth all their bones, 
not one of them shall be broken. The death of sinners is evil, and they that 
hate the righteous shall do wrong. The Lord will redeem the souls of His 
servants, and none of them will do wrong that hope in Him. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; both now and 
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

Leader or Reader:      Homily for the Sunday 
by Fr Chrysostom MacDonnell   

 
‘Working together with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the 

grace of God in vain.’  [2 Cor.6:1] 

 
1] If your car has a flat battery you will need a friend who can recharge it, 
using jump-leads. The boost of electricity will soon get you going again. But 
that extra power you need does not come by itself, leaving you to do nothing; 
it does take effort on your side; you do need a friend; you have to be connected 
to the other car battery. 
 
2] I find this a useful analogy for what we mean by grace in the Christian 
life. The great work of our salvation, where each soul comes to participate in 
the Divine nature, is a work of grace on God’s part: it is an uncreated energy 
of God that reinvigorates fallen souls to reach up and ascend from the earthly 
to the heavenly. But as with flat batteries, it does not leave us passive for our 
part; it does take effort; we have to remain connected to God. 
 
3] Orthodox Christianity has always maintained a middle course between 
those who, on the one hand, see believers as quiescent, passive receivers of 
salvation by irresistible grace; by the pre-destination of the elect, and on the 
other, the opposite heresy of Palagius (a Briton by the way) who taught that we 
could only be saved by our own good works and personal effort. But the way 
of True-Glory (Orthodoxy) calls us to Synergy, which in our Theological lan-



 

 

guage means that we must cooperate and work with grace in our own salva-
tion. This is what St Paul means this morning when he writes, ‘Working together 
with Him, then, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.’   
 
4] Who would recharge his car battery only to leave it idle again; that car 
must immediately be driven to recharge fully, otherwise, the battery dies again. 
It is the same with the grace that God gives us, that we must actually use what 
has been entrusted to us. 
 
5] It is indeed true that the initiative, the dispensation, the economy of sal-
vation, is at first the action of our saving God. It is the Lord who seeks us out. 
As St John says in his first epistle, ‘We love Him because He first loved us.’  
[1Jn.4:19] Whether this grace came to us first as infants, brought to baptism as 
babes-in-arms by our parents, God working through them to begin this work, 
or whether later in life grace surprised us or found us wandering astray. Either 
way, we have all been entrusted with the grace of God to work out our salvation 
in fear and trembling. In his letter to the Ephesians, St Paul says, ‘But to each 
one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore 
He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts 
to men.”’ [Eph.4:7-8] 
 
6] Bearing this in mind we can better understand the parable of the talents 
in today’s gospel. We do not enter into the joy of our Master automatically: we 
are called to serve, using the spiritual gifts with which we have been entrusted. 
Our Lord tells this parable after condemning the hypocrisy of the scribes and 
pharisees, and after predicting the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. The 
parable follows on from that of the wise and foolish virgins, and it is followed 
by the parable of the Last Judgement, the separation of the sheep and goats. 
 
7] In its original context we can assume that today’s parable was  aimed at 
Christ’s own people, especially the leaders and teaches of Israel. They had 
been entrusted with the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 
law, the service of God, and the promises (cf. Rom.9:4); all the grace of the 
Old Covenant. Called to bear fruit, called to profit spiritually from this invest-
ment, but they had not. As John the forerunner had told them, ‘Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance, and do 
not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our father.”’ [Lk.3:7-8] 
 
8] Even more so, the parable is addressed to us; we who have been en-
dowed with the New Covenant, Holy Tradition, The Orthodox Faith, the holy 
mysteries, the Divine liturgy, the sacred ministry, the Holy Scriptures, the 
teachings of the fathers, the communion of the saints and life eternal: the same 
message is addressed to us. 
 



 

 

9] Interestingly our translation of the gospel has the man giving the talents 
to three servants. In fact, the original Greek calls each of them δούλος (doulos), 
that is, a slave. The origins of slavery go back to the earliest stratified societies 
of ancient Mesopotamia, around 3,500BC. Whether captives or by accident of 
birth, slaves were at the very bottom of the pile. Even the great St Patrick, 
apostle of the Irish people, had been a slave. Captured by pirates in his native 
land of Wales, he was taken to Ireland. But he escaped, only to return there to 
preach the gospel. 
 
10]  No one wants to be enslaved and yet, we talk of ourselves as servants 
and handmaids of God; yes, that is, the slaves of God. But this is the great 
paradox of the Christian life: our perfect freedom is only found in the service of 
God. This is because true freedom of will, our own liberation, is to be found in 
what we were created for. Our free will is fulfilled when we discover our real 
nature, the nature created in the mind of God before our fall. Mankind, espe-
cially modern Man might imagine that freedom is doing whatever you please, 
be able to fulfil your basic desires. But this just leaves us entrapped in a form 
of addiction, enslaved in fact, to the whims and fancies of the passions within, 
the easy prey of demons. You might desire and gain the whole world but you 
will lose your soul. (cf. Mk.8:36) 
 
11] Whereas for us, our emancipation proclamation, our manumission, our 
release from slavery to the world, is found in obedience to the will of God and 
in the service of the gospel. This is hard to grasp and accept, especially when 
we are young and only just setting out to explore this world. But we who are 
older should guard against any complacency. As Jonathan Swift said, ‘When 
men grow virtuous in their old age, they only make a sacrifice to God of the 
devil's leavings.’ 
 
12] So what must we do to acquire this mind of Christ, how do we persevere 
in repentance, perceiving the service of God, this spiritual slavery, differently, 
when compared with the mocking temptations of the world? This is as old as 
Adam; it has ever been thus: ‘So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate.’  [Gen.3:6] But there’s the rub! When we are 
in the midst of a temptation, even when our conscience makes plain what is 
right or wrong, or rather, what is for our eternal good or what will harm us, it is 
a question of the will, and of whom we choose to serve. 
 
13] Let us start by accepting that we have become God’s servants, and let 
us accept and understand that when we fall it is our own fault in the end, blame 
we never so many demonic serpents with their cunning. Over the baptised the 
demons have no direct power from within and can only suggest from outside. 
And when we resist and follow the path that the Lord has laid down for us, let 
us give Him the glory and praise, recalling Christ’s own words: ‘When you have 



 

 

done all those things which you are commanded, say, “We are unprofitable 
servants. We have done what was our duty to do.”’  [Lk.17:10] Or as the Psalm-
ist says, ‘Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your name give glory.’ 
[Ps.113:9] 
 
14] This will indeed take effort on our part; we need the Church; we must 
stay connected. Especially in these days when we are cut off from being to-
gether in the communion of the One Body; when few of us have access to the 
Holy Mysteries and the means of grace, more than ever we must be fervent in 
prayer, vigilant over our souls and watchful over the needs of one another. In 
this way we are caught up in a circle of virtue, for it is through grace that we 
are inspired to good works in the Lord, and those same good works bring us 
growth in an abundance of grace.   
 
15] For St Paul being a servant of God meant endurance, afflictions, hard-
ships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labours, watching, hunger. 
Perhaps we have not been called to such times of trial, but to be worthy of the 
gifts given to us we are called to be good and faithful servants, constant in 
prayer, steadfast in fasting, generous in charity. In that way, we also shall be 
able to enter into the joy of our Master. 
 
 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO 
Reader: When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless 
and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And 
when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of 
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee. 

 
APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE 

Reader:  Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the 
Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in darkness. Rejoice 
and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our 
souls, Who granteth us Resurrection.  
  
Leader:   +Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 
God, have mercy on us, and save us. 
 
All:    Amen. 
 
  


