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Living in Wonderland
One of the saddest effects that I
have noticed during the current Brexit
debate is that I can no longer readily trust
the BBC, especially, that is, the news and
current affairs broadcasting of Radio 4. It is
sad because the BBC used to have a
reputation for honest reporting with a
vigorous impartiality. It was, of course,
patriotic, presenting Britain to the world
over the airwaves and maintained the
highest standards of public service
broadcasting. This, however, began to
change slowly, probably around the 1980’s
when instead of reflecting the character of
the nation, it gradually took on a
campaigning role, subtly trying to adjust
the nation’s ethical thinking and mindset. It
is curious but I now approach what was
once a national treasure with the same
skepticism and caution that I use whenever
I venture onto the Russia Today satellite
TV channel, and I certainly do not watch
that without caution: caveat auditor!
For all its insistence that it
operates under a policy of impartiality, any
discerning member of the BBC’s audience
will have detected a very obvious bias
during the current political debate. This is
not, I hope, a result of some dark
conspiracy hatched in the corporation’s
committee rooms, but more likely, a
symptom of its current culture. It is
sobering to discover, for example, that
75% of BBC employees all voted in a
particular way in the 2016 Referendum;
that 12% of its employees apparently
belong to something called the ‘LGBT
Community’ when, in the population as a
whole, its numbers are less than 2%. Need
we be surprised, therefore, that the BBC
has taken on the task of bending the minds
of the very young according to its own
nostrums and features storytelling for little
children where a fictional character has two
fathers (an impossibility in biology).
Presumably, this is to inculcate into pliable
minds the notion that homosexual
parenthood presents no natural, moral or
social problem. It seems now that we are
paying our television license fees, in part,
to have our little ones gently pushed in a
particular direction, contrary to the dictates
of Nature herself, for reasons of social

engineering, which most people in our
society, I suspect, certainly find disturbing.
The whole corpus of ‘politically
correct’ and 'liberal-left’ causes (favouring
a United States of Europe, the end of the
nation state, LGBT rights, Neo-Feminism,
Climate Change as unbiased science,
officious egalitarianism and witch-finding
in the areas of Racism, Islamophobia and
every other self-proclaimed-victimhoodphobia) will no doubt complain that
popular, as well as high culture, has
always formed impressionable minds in
the past, as in the days when males and
females (the only two sexes that actually
exist - don’t try and convince me that
‘gender’ is not a social construct…) got
married, had children, father went out to
work and mother stayed at home to rear
the children, until they were old enough
to look after themselves. Such an idea
was indeed regarded as the norm in
British culture, and it was also thought of
as moral and proper. Obviously, there
were variations at the time, and this state
of affairs was not universally observed,
but it was thought of as the natural order
of things; it was what worked and it
enabled and allowed a stable society to
flourish.
The past in Britain, of course,
was not a paradise for all and it is easy to
find instances of hypocrisy and unfairness
in the areas of human relationships and
family life. But such things as the rise of
globalization and the dominating interests
of multinational corporations, have
meant that we have witnessed real moral
changes during the last two decades in
particular. Fostered by such national
institutions as the BBC, the universities
and Education, civil and public services,
various commercial interests, charities,
government departments and even the
Military, these changes have begun to
have an effect. Not just, that is, in making
it difficult for those who are disturbed by
these trends to speak openly, but they
have also taken charge of public
conversation, even to the point of covert,
or even open, censorship, the so called,
‘non-platforming’. We might wonder
now how much this has contributed to
the increase of social anxiety and mental
illness, especially among the young.
Along with all this we may also
observe in the current moral climate, the

need that so many people seem to
have developed, to alter their mental
state through the use of chemical
substances. The use of currently illegal
narcotics is widespread and is no
longer a vice restricted to an
underclass of addicts and drop-outs
but features among the affluent and
professional middle-classes. This is
interesting as an economic market
because this particular consumer
demand is the fuel for all kinds of
crime, not just in the illegal sale of
‘recreational’ drugs to the user but
further back down the chain; not just
in the ‘turf wars’ fought between
drugs gangs (and the resulting knife
crimes that have affected certain black
communities in particular) but in the
way it has led to thousands of deaths
in South America or has helped pay
for the terrorist activities of Islamist
organisations. If you use illicit cocainebased drugs, you are at the end of a
long line: you are the one ultimately
paying for the fortunes earned by
drugs barons; if you use illicit opiumbased drugs, you have bankrolled the
arms and explosives used by Islamic
terrorists; if you use illicit cannabisbased drugs, you have probably
contributed towards the ‘modern
slavery’ that produced it. I wonder
how many of the contemporary
social liberals realise their moral
responsibility in this respect? Without
the market, which they provide, there
would be no illegal drugs industry.
It will come as no surprise
that we, as Orthodox Christians,
stand against all this. This is not just
because
of
the
social
and
psychological damage that the
promotion of this liberal moral
agenda has promoted, dangerous
though it be, but also because it is at
variance with Truth, with Nature and
with the way of salvation in Christ. It
also calls for great vigilance on our
part, especially where it concerns the
upbringing of our own young people
according to Orthodox belief and
practice. Wherever we come across
this pernicious new social agenda,
let’s be awkward, let’s confront it,
oppose it, even laugh at it, indeed
and let’s not be coy in labelling it for

what we know it to be: the work of
demons. There are real limits to the
human freedom in a fallen world and
even the human concept of Justice, as it
can never reflect that Justice to be found
in the mind of the Divine. We cannot be
surprised, therefore that the contemporary
moral climate has also made a false idol
out of the concept of Equality. Observe,
for example, the current obsession with
enforcing equal opportunities in all public
and even private institutions, even when it
is neither desired nor wise. Anyone who
has completed a job application will have
a section at the end where one has to state
sex, ethnicity, disability and, sometimes,
even prying into the private domain of
one's sexuality. Now, much of this might
be useful but what effect does this have,
for example, on the defence forces of this
country? There is a pernicious notion
abroad insisting that all public bodies
should, somehow, proportionally reflect
the wider society among their employees:
there are N% of group X in our society,
therefore you must have N% of
employees from this group. Clearly, there
are groups that should not face irrational
prejudice and discrimination and who
should have the protection of the Law.
But on what grounds does this apply to
the Military, for example? They already
discriminate on the grounds of age and
disability, but are they obliged to have
their quota of LGBT people or have
woman in front line-roles? Yes, the ancient
Greek world had the legendary Amazons
and the famous Sacred Band; there are the
female fighters with the Kurdish forces in
Syria-Iraq, but are we to accept this as an
advance in civilization? A few months ago,
President Trump banned ‘transgender’
people from the American military,
coming under a lot a criticism as a result.
Interestingly,
a
refreshingly
honest
spokesman for the US armed forces,
speaking on Radio 4’s Today programme,
pointed out that, “the US Military was
there not to reflect society: it was there to
kill people.” Brutally honest, no doubt
and the BBC interviewer was clearly
stumped by that one!
You will have heard about the
recent, very peculiar case of the woman,
who now ‘identifying’ himself as a man,
has become pregnant through artificial
insemination. She (for that is, in the
logical, physical world what this person
actually is) now wants to be recorded as
the conceived child’s mother, even though
she is now recorded in Law (by some legal
fiction) as a ‘man’. Make of that what you
will, but the Law now says that a man can
be a mother! Have I missed something
here, or have we all slipped into Lewis
Carroll’s Wonderland? I can’t help being
reminded of this bit of dialogue which you
might also know:

“When I use a word,” Humpty
Dumpty said in rather a scornful tone, “it

means just what I choose it to mean —
neither more nor less.” “The question is,”
said Alice, “whether you can make words
mean so many different things.”
“The question is,” said Humpty Dumpty,
“which is to be master – – that’s all.”
For those of the Liberal-Left mind
who wish to abolish the natural family (with
a denial of biological science) the nation
state (the guarantor of our liberty) and two
thousand years of culturally Christian Europe
(through its Faustian pact with Islam) there is
a brave new world out there to be
inhabited, but where it all leads is anybody’s
business. We might be forgiven for thinking
that we have come upon a strange and
dystopian world where the lunatics really
have seized control of the asylum. We can
sympathize with Alice, meeting the Cheshire
Cat:

“But I don’t want to go among
mad people," Alice remarked.
"Oh, you can’t help that," said the Cat:
"we’re all mad here. I’m mad. You’re mad."
"How do you know I’m mad?" said Alice.
"You must be," said the Cat, "or you
wouldn’t have come here.”

It is in this unstable fantasy
‘Wonderland,’ (created by a particular
culturally Marxist reading of History, aided
and abetted by Education and the current
media) we are right to be protective of our
children and feel concerned about where it
all ends. As C. S. Lewis wrote, ‘For the

power of Man to make himself what he
pleases means... the power of some men to
make other men what THEY please.’ [The

Abolition of Man] It seems that in this new
moral universe you choose your own
identity, become a citizen of everywhere
and believe whatever seems comfortable to
you at the time. In fact, for those who
disappear down that particular rabbit hole,
they will soon discover that they have
become citizens of nowhere, uncertain as to
who they are, and will own nothing under
the commercial control of gigantic global
and financial institutions. As for us,
Orthodox Christians, we have been
forewarned by the blessed apostle, St Paul,
already: ‘See then that you walk

Wed 13th Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Friday 15th Compline & Akathist
6.00pm
Sun 17th First of Great Lent
Sunday of Orthodoxy Divine Liturgy
& Procession Icons 10.30am
Wed 20th Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Friday 22nd Compline & Akathist
6.00pm
Sun 24th Second of Great Lent
St Gregory Palamas Divine Liturgy
10.30am
Mon 25th Feast of the Annunciation
Wed 27th Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Friday 29th Compline & Akathist
6.00pm
Sun 31st Third of Great Lent
Veneration of the Holy Cross
Divine Liturgy 10.30am

April

Wed 3rd Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Friday 5th Compline & Akathist
6.00pm
Sun 7th Fourth of Great Lent
St John of the Ladder Divine Liturgy
10.30am
Wed 10th Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Friday 12th Compline & Akathist
6.00pm
Sun 14th Fifth of Great Lent
St Mary of Egypt Divine Liturgy
10.30am
Wed 17th Vespers 6.00pm
Catechetical Instruction 6.45-7.30pm
Sat 20th Lazarus Saturday
Sun 21st Entry of our Lord (Palm
Sunday) Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Passion Week

24th Great and Holy Wednesday
Anointing Service 7.00pm
25th Great and Holy Thursday
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of the
Mystical Supper 11.00am
Orthros of the Twelve Gospels
6.30pm
26th Great and Holy Friday
Vespers of the Shroud 4.00pm
Orthros (Lamentations Service)
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
6.30pm
redeeming the time, because the days are
27th Great and Holy Saturday
evil.’ [Eph.5:15-16]
Midnight Office, Rush Procession,
Fr Chrysostom Orthros and Divine Liturgy of Pascha
10.00pm
 Sun 28th HOLY PASCHA
Vespers of Love 2.30pm
SERVICES
Vespers is normally served on Saturdays at
5.00pm and on Wednesdays at 6.00pm. Fr.
Chrysostom is available for Confession afterwards
or by appointment. Orthros is served before the
Divine Liturgy on Sundays at 9.00am

March

Sun 3rd Sunday of the Judgement
(Meatfare) Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 10th Sunday of Cheesefare
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Mon 11th Beginning of Great Lent

